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Overview
OUR TWISTED HERO:  A Web-Based Interactive Program is a joint venture between the Hawaii International Film Festival (HIFF), the East-West Center’s Consortium for Teaching Asia and the Pacific in the Schools (CTAPS), and Guide.Net, Inc.  Its purpose is to strengthen critical viewing skills and multi-cultural understanding among secondary school students through a new approach, one that merges superior film with the power of the Internet.

The foundation for the Program, Our Twisted Hero, is a Korean film that won HIFF's Best Feature Award in 1992.  In it, fifth-grade students struggle over authority, tyranny, and equality – a metaphor for Korea’s real-life history of political turmoil.  Our Twisted Hero is one of several award-winning films that school students are invited to view at the Hawaii International Film Festival every year, free of charge.*  

This Program brings the film out of the theater and into the classroom.  It builds on the students' viewing experiences by challenging them to examine the film's form and content in an interactive environment.  Each section of the Program involves a different type of interaction--with the computer, with the World Wide Web (Internet), and with other students and ideas.  There are three sections:

· Section One:  The Twisted Challenge  (Interaction with the Computer)
The first exercise sharpens critical viewing skills by challenging students to see how quickly they can identify cinematic techniques used in film clips from Our Twisted Hero.  The timed quiz displays six five-second film clips with multiple-choice answers and provides scores for the number of correct answers, number of attempts, and seconds used per answer.  Before taking the quiz, students can study cinematic techniques in the Clip Library (see link at the bottom of the introduction to The Twisted Challenge).

(Note:  Computers need to be equipped with a cable modem, ADSL modem, or T1 connection in order to download the film clips.  Also, browsers must be able to display .avi video files.  Please ask your computer lab technician to review the Tech Support page on this web site before using The Twisted Challenge or Clip Library.)

· Section Two:  Research the Home of Our Twisted Hero--Korea  (Interaction with the Computer and the World Wide Web)
In the second section, students learn to use the Internet as a research tool as they are guided through “surfing the web” for information about Korea.  Their specific research topics are selected by you to suite your own curriculum.  The exercise is designed so that students can switch back and forth between two browser windows, using one to search for information and the other to record their findings in a database.  This activity is valuable for the information students gather as well as the practice they get in selecting credible sites and staying focussed while surfing the Internet.  

· Section Three:  What Do You Think?  (Interaction with the Computer, the World Wide Web, and Other Students)
The third exercise aims at broadening students' perspectives on social responsibility.  

“What Do You Think?” asks students to respond to four sets of guided questions about universal dilemmas such as leadership versus equality and honesty versus loyalty.  The questions begin at a global level and then narrow in focus to the characters in Our Twisted Hero, students' own school situations, and personal experiences.  The students' answers become part of a database that can be used later for classroom debates.

Background materials to help you develop each section are in a separate Film Study Guide that can be found by clicking on "Film Study Guide" in the second paragraph of this web site's home page.  At the end of each web-based lesson below is a reference to the corresponding classroom lessons in the Film Study Guide. 

Please keep in mind that these web site exercises are not meant to stand alone, but rather, to be integrated into your curriculum in ways that best suit your needs.  You can use this Program in its entirety or in selective sections.  It can be a week's worth of lessons or take a full semester.  Asking yourself a few questions can help you decide.  Do the lessons in this Program align with other curricular requirements?  How much time is available to both yourself and your students?  After initial discussions, are your students able to identify with the film?  Depending on your requirements, you may want to apply the Program across the curriculum for subjects such as:

· Cinematography

· Korean Culture

· World Politics

· Psychology

· Ethics/Morality

· The Art of Persuasion

· Research Techniques

· Effective Use of the Internet

· Building Computer Skills

· Language Arts

Whatever you take from this Program, we hope you and your students enjoy the experience!  We also ask that you complete the Evaluation Form found at the bottom of the Teacher's User Menu.  Your responses are critical to measuring the results of this pilot project.

*If you would like to receive information about HIFF's free educational film screenings, please call 528-3456, ext. 10.

Technical Operations For Teachers

How to use The Twisted Hero Web Site

TO REGISTER ON THE SITE AS A TEACHER, CALL THE HIFF OFFICE AT 

528-3456, EXT. 10, FOR THE TEACHER PASSWORD AND USER NAME.

In addition to providing many curricular applications for your students, this interactive teaching site allows you as a teacher to develop your own understanding of technology in the classroom.  At this time, most curricular materials are paper-based, or if made for a computer, CD-ROM-based.  This may be your first exposure to using the World Wide Web in a sweeping way.  Take some time to fully understand the site's features and functions so that you may best assist your students. Most of all, have fun with it as an innovative tool to create stimulating learning experiences!

Access:  This web site provides four levels of access:  Guest, Student, Teacher, and Administrator.  The Guest level allows any interested person to enter the site and participate in all of the exercises without registering.  Students, on the other hand, must register on the site before taking the quizzes, in order to get credit for their work.  Students do not have access to the Registration List and are restricted from changing their answers once the answers are submitted.  At the teacher level, you have access to the Registration List and to all of the answers from every student who uses the site.  Teacher registration is restricted through the use of a confidential password and user name available from HIFF (see phone number above).  The Administrator level is used solely by Guide.Net, Inc., the company that developed this site and maintains it.

Registration:  You need to register before your students do because they will need to select your name when they register.  Links to the "Teacher Registration" and "Student Registration" screens are on the site's home page.  To register as a teacher, call the HIFF office at the number above to get the confidential teacher password and user name.  Then click on "Teacher Registration," enter the confidential codes, and fill in the registration screen.  Once you are registered, you will need to use your personal "Login" and "Password" codes (the ones you entered in the registration screen) when logging in each time you use the site.  

Please note that you do not need to use your real phone number for your Login ID.  You can make up any number or word that is unique and memorable and contains seven-to-ten digits.  The web site program will inform you if you enter a number or word that has already been chosen by another teacher.  

Confidentiality:  To learn about the protection of information gathered on this web site, please visit the Privacy Policy page (see link on home page).

Filters (Access to Student Answers):  At the bottom of each section is the Filters area that allows you to view the answers of students who meet specific criteria.  For example, you can select only students in your third period class or all tenth grade students on Maui.  The combinations of filters are almost limitless.  It is up to you to decide what will make for an exciting classroom application.  (Tip:  If the computer cannot find any students to fit the filters you have chosen, relax your criteria.)

Students do not have access to the Filter areas for the first two sections.  However, in order to encourage exploration of diverse opinions, students do have limited access to the Filters area for the third section.  After they submit their answers to all four Question Sets in "What Do You Think?" they will be able to view answers by other students without seeing any names.  But they will not be able to go back and change the answers they submitted.

Technical Assistance:  For technical assistance in using this web site, please contact the following Guide.Net staff person:
Sunny Tham



Phone:  791-7070



Fax:  791-7075



Email:  sunny@guide.net

Registered Teachers can obtain the following information:

Section One:  The Twisted Challenge – You will be able to view the scores of your students or other students who have taken the Challenge.  The quiz consists of six questions, each with five multiple choice answers.  Students receive three different scores for each question.  The first score is the number correct (either 1 or 0).  The second score is the number of attempts made (1-to-5).  The third score is the number of elapsed minutes from the time the clip is finished loading to the moment the student selects an answer.  The Program displays a chart of each student's scores to assist you in classroom grading.

Note:  Computers need to be equipped with a cable modem, ADSL modem, or T1 connection, and browsers must be able to display .avi video files in order to download the film clips.  Please ask your computer lab technician to review the Tech Support page (see link on home page) before trying The Twisted Challenge or Clip Library.

Section Two:  Research the Home of Our Twisted Hero – Korea – You will be able to filter through the database of information and site addresses that your students and others have gathered from various web sites during their research.  This information can be printed and shared with your class.  

(Tip:  Teach your students to use the Copy and Paste functions as a fast and accurate way of entering site addresses.  In the surfing window, select/highlight the web address, pull down the Edit menu, and select Copy.  Then click back on the other browser window to bring it into full view, click your mouse cursor in the Facts section, pull down the Edit menu, and select Paste.)

Section Three:  What Do You Think? – You will be able to filter through the database of responses from your own students as well as other students throughout the islands.  Take some time to review a variety of responses.  Those with divergent thoughts may make for the most interesting classroom debates.  You can print the most articulate responses as examples to share with the class, or use the worst written responses for editing exercises.  The uses of this database are endless and are dependant on your application in the classroom.

Lesson Plan

Section I:  The “Twisted” Challenge

Note:  Computers need to be equipped with a cable modem, ADSL modem, or T1 connection, and browsers must be able to display .avi video files in order to download the film clips.  Please ask your computer lab technician to review the Tech Support page (see link on home page) ahead of time if you want your students to use The Twisted Challenge or Clip Library.

Understanding What You See

· This section requires significant pre-teaching activities.  Students MUST participate in lessons about cinematic techniques from the Film Study Guide or other related materials.  Students may become frustrated if they do not have sufficient background information.

· Have students randomly view film clips in the Clip Library and identify which film-making techniques they are viewing.  This can serve as a review of the previous lessons or as a practice Challenge.

· The purpose of The Twisted Challenge is to test student recall of techniques that are used in film to create certain effects.  This is a literal level recall activity.  Grades should be based on time to complete the task as well as accuracy.  This activity is meant to support classroom lessons in a fun way and is not the ultimate test of a student's knowledge of cinematic techniques.

· As a form of self-teaching, it is better if students try to improve their scores by reviewing the Clip Library and retaking the Challenge as often as time permits.

The Challenge

· Assign students to work individually or as teams.

· In the User Menu, have students select The Twisted Challenge (click on "Go").

· Have students read the first page before clicking on the "Start" button.  This will prepare them to take the quiz as well as stagger their starting times.  NOTE:  It is important to try to stagger students' starting times, if only by a few seconds, so that they are not all trying to download the film clips at the same moment.

· The quiz will run as follows:

· Student mouse-clicks on a film clip.  The clip is run.  After the clip is finished, the student is given a choice of five cinematic techniques.  The student must click on the one technique that was demonstrated in the clip.

· If an incorrect answer is chosen, the student is directed to view the clip again and select another technique. The student may repeat this as many times as necessary to get the correct answer.

· The bottom of the screen shows the student's scores for the number of correct answers, number of tries, and number of minutes used.

· Student scores can be printed out by the students as they complete the exercise, or by teachers via the Filters area.

Related Lessons from Film Study Guide: 


"Identifying Camera Techniques" by Barry Nakasone (page 17)


"Story Board" by Barry Nakasone (page 18)

Lesson Plan

Section II:  Research the Home of Our Twisted Hero – Korea

Surfing the Web

· This activity is intended to assist students in understanding the context of the film, Our Twisted Hero.  As the teacher, you determine the specific topics for their research.  You may want to use this exercise to explore Korean history, art and culture, geography, or politics.

· Students start their search for information at the University of Hawaii’s Korea site http://www2.hawaii.edu/~asiaref/korea/Internet.htm.  This is only a recommended starting point to give the students some direction.  They can actually start looking for information anywhere, depending on their level of expertise in navigating the World Wide Web.

· The objective of this section is to complete a whole class or small group research project using only information found on the Internet.  This will teach the students the value of using Internet-based information as part of a well-researched project. 

· Ask students to record the address of every site they visit, regardless of whether or not they use information from it.  (You will need to rely on the honor system.)  This will help you to determine how well students were able to stay focussed on their topics while surfing the web.

· You will be able to view/print students' answers by using the Filters area.  Students can be graded on the quality of the sites and information located within a specific amount of time.

Ready to Go to Korea?

· Class must be held at a location with multiple Internet stations.

· Divide the class into small groups.  Assign each group a subject such as history, art, geography, politics, etc.

· Set the students up with the following situation:

You and your friends are about to board a plane for Korea.  You have one hour before your plane departs and you don’t even know what languages they speak or what historical sites to see.  But wait.  There is an Internet terminal at the airport.  Time for some fast research!  As a team, record as many facts as you can about your assigned topic within the allotted time.  Be prepared to share your findings with the rest of the passengers.

When students click on the "Start" button, a second web-browser for surfing the Internet will open.  Instruct students to keep switching between the two open web-browsers, using the first one to record information and the second to surf the web.  (Remind students to record web site addresses too.)  All of the information they enter will be recorded in a database that you can access via the Filters area.  Nevertheless, to make it easier to share information with the class, students should print out their own record sheets when they are done.

Team Assignments – 

1.  Keyboarder:  Does the actual typing during the search, guided by the other   

     students.



2.  Research Coordinator:  Keeps a list of web sites to cite or revisit.

3.  Journalist:  Writes down key information (hint:  teach the students how to print   

     out interesting pages when needed).

4.  Time-keeper:  Don’t want to miss the flight.

5.  Researchers:  Assist in reading sites for key information.

· Have each team share some of the best information that they found.  Ask them to share which sites provided them with the most useful information on their subject. 

· One of the key lessons here is that not all Internet sites have useful information.  It is up to a discriminating web-surfer to determine the value of the information found.  Is it factual material or advertising propaganda?  Does the site contain anything of value at all?  Once your students start looking for factual versus subjective information, they will realize that good web sites are often hard to find.

· A great way to complete this activity is to make the students feel as if they are really on a plane.  As motivation, try pretending to be a flight attendant and give out peanuts as each group finishes sharing their research.  It sounds outrageous, but it is a great motivator and brings a fun end to the lesson.  (A beverage service might be a bit much!)

· Students should be evaluated more on their use of the Internet as a research tool than on the quantity of information gathered.  For example, were they able to find 3-4 web sites with useful information?  Were the students able to isolate the subjects that they needed?  Did they get distracted by links to unrelated sites?

Related Lessons from Film Study Guide: 


"History and Geography of Korea" by Char Izuka (page 14)


Our Twisted Hero by Joyce Akimoto and Char Izuka (page 14, selected activities)

Lesson Plan

Section III: What Do You Think?

Overview

This section is based on interaction of ideas among students.  Its purpose is to have students take the concepts presented in Our Twisted Hero (leadership, influence, and individuality), and relate them to global, local, and personal events.  The primary techniques applied in this section are guided questioning and informal debate.

Part One:  Establishing the Lesson Context

· This segment should be done orally, either as a whole class or as small groups with strong guidance from the teacher.  This exercise will set the foundation for the web-based activity.

· Introduce “What Do You Think?” with the following statement:

Some leaders are viewed as “good” and others as “bad.”  Ultimately, all leaders are effective or they would not be able to lead. 

· Have the students break down the statement and define the words "good," "bad," "leader," and "effective."

· Have the students make two lists:  one of leaders in history who were viewed as good and another of leaders in history who were viewed as bad.

· BRIEFLY discuss the student-generated lists.  Specifically identify any names that were on both lists - this emphasizes the concept that "good" and "bad" are in the eyes of the beholder.

· Draw the discussion to identify personality characteristics that are shared by both groups.

· Introduce the “What Do You Think?” exercise.  The following text is taken from the student area of the web site and contains complete instructions:

The following exercise is meant to make you think.  There are no right or wrong answers.  A complete answer is one that is fully supported by opinions, facts, and examples.  An incomplete answer is one that does not provide enough details to explain and support its position. 

Three underlying assumptions have been made:

· Some leaders are viewed as “good” and others as “bad.”  Ultimately, all leaders are effective or they would not be able to lead. 

· Every person has his/her own reasons for following someone. 

· You are an intelligent student who has the ability to understand, analyze, and evaluate information around you.  

We hope this exercise will also help you to strengthen other skills such as:

· How to organize your thoughts

· How to stand behind what you think

· How to type better

· How to use some computer functions

· How to use the Internet

Your answers are going to be recorded anonymously in a database.  Students from all schools will be able to read your responses.  Your answers, along with hundreds of other student answers, will be the basis for classroom discussions.  Make your opinions count.  Take your time and think them through.  These are very difficult and complex questions.  Your grade will not be based on the length of your responses but on their thoughtfulness.

Note:  Once you submit your answer to a question, you will NOT be able to go back and change it.  If you are running out of time in the middle of a Question Set, complete the question you are on before exiting.  You will be able to continue later, starting with the next question.

Part Two:  Getting Down to Business – 

· For this segment, students need to get into the web site, Section III.

· Question Sets are divided to guide students from a global perspective, to a deeper understanding of the film, to their own community, and finally to a personal perspective.

· Students should work individually on this section, during school time or at home.  After they submit their answers to all four Question Sets, they will have limited access to the Filters area to view answers by other students without seeing any names.  This will enable them to sample the diverse opinions of their peers.  However, they will not be able to go back and change the answers they submitted.  All responses become part of a database that is the basis for the next class activity.

· You or your students can print hard copies of their answers for individual assessment.

· Language Arts and Internet Research extension activities should be focused on during this segment.

Part Three:  The Debate

· Review students' responses by using the Filters area.  You may choose to review all answers, or those from just your school, those from students the same age, etc.  See if a pattern can be established.  Do all students have similar responses?  Are there certain answers that are especially thought-provoking or unique?  Print out those responses for use in the classroom.

· The purpose of this segment is to teach the art of debate and persuasion.  The activity is two-fold.  First, give each student a copy of the answers that you printed out, or put them up on an overhead.  Have students participate in a general discussion based on the responses from the database.  Guide the discussion to a comparison of their own ideas to that of other students.  Each Question Set should be covered on a separate day.

· Next, assign students to debate/discuss responses (collected from the database) that do not necessarily align with their own.  Working in teams, have students develop a collective position on a question to debate/discuss with other teams. 

· The purpose of this second activity is to broaden students' perspectives on how/why people are influenced.  For example, although students might say that they would never have followed Hitler, they should be able to give some plausible reasons why millions of people did. 

· End this lesson with the final question of Question Set 4.  Have students list and discuss people they look up to or who influence their lives.  Relate the discussion to positive and negative influences.

Related Lessons from Film Study Guide: 


"Power: Reasons and Attitudes" by Rebecca Kim and Joanne Oshiro (page 13)


Our Twisted Hero by Joyce Akimoto and Char Izuka (page 14, selected activities)

Lesson Plan

Section IV:  Extension Activities

I. Have students research any of the following topics using resources from the Internet:

· The Holocaust (HTTP://cghs.dade.K12.fl.us.holocaust/ib_holocaust.thm) 

· Martin Luther King, Jr. (Http://lib.iupui.edu/libinfo/mlkjr.html )

· Democracy (http://franklin.vote-smart.org/)

· Gang Violence (http://eric-web.tc.columbia.edu/pathways/youth_violence/) 

· The film industry around the world 

· Cinematography

· Korea (http://www2.hawaii.edu/~asiaref/korea/Internet.htm )

II. Do a unit on oral debate and the art of persuasion (http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/Under_world/homepage.htm )

III. Introduce the Internet as a learning tool

IV. Introduce the computer as a learning tool

V. Provide keyboarding lessons to improve student typing skills

VI. Discuss the Hawaii International Film Festival  (www.hiff.org)

VII. Bring in speakers on any related subject

VIII. Teach students to edit written material.  Review spelling, grammar, and punctuation from written responses. The web-based program does not have an editing (grammar, spelling, etc.) feature.  Have students edit other student responses.

IX. Try some of the lessons provided in the Film Study Guide based on Our Twisted Hero.  The Guide is on this web site (click on the blue words "Film Study Guide" in the second paragraph on the home page).

X. Have the class develop their own web site based on subjects that they have worked on in relation to this Program.  For example, the Holocaust link above was written and created by students in the Dade Public Schools.
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